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Geographical Literature and Maps. 511 

Revue de Geographic Annuelle. Publiee sous la Direction de 

M. Ch. Velain. Tome Second. 1908. 730 pp., many Illustrations and 

Maps. Librairie Ch. Delagrave, Paris, 1909. Price, Fr. 15, paper; Fr. 18, 

bound. 

The second volume of this annual review which succeeded the well-known 

periodical of that name. The papers are of the highest geographical quality and 

give the results of conspicuous and recent research. Their titles will be recorded, 

later, in "Current Geographical Papers." 

The Alpine Ski Club Annual, 1908. A Record of Winter Moun- 
taineering. By Members of the Alpine Ski Club. 80 pp., and 
Illustrations. Horace Marshall & Son, London, 1908. Price, 2s. 
The first issue of the annual publication of The Alpine Ski Club, of which 
Sir Martin Conway is President. Its 80 pages contain twelve articles on the 
great Scandinavian sport, besides a list of the latest mountaineering literature 
and the officers and rules of the club. A paper on the pronunciation of the 
word "ski" is not decisive, but the writer deplores the adoption, now seemingly 
irremediable, of the northern shee. 

Beitrage zur Kenntnis des Karmels. Parts I. and II. Von Count 
Eborhard von Miilinen. Zeitschrift des Deutschen Paltistina- Vereins, 
vol. xxx, 1907, pp. 117-207, vol. xxxi, 1908, pp. 1-258. 109 Illustrations, 
chiefly photographs taken by the Author, and two Maps. 

The author of this monograph, a pupil of Albert Socin, spent some years in 
the Imperial German Diplomatic service at Beirut and Constantinople, and was 
appointed in 1890 gentleman-in-waiting to the German Empress. Having been 
obliged to resign the latter position on account of ill health, he returned to Syria 
in 1905 and made a prolonged stay in Haifa and, later, in the German sanatorium 
on Mount Carmel, where he employed his enforced leisure in a thorough and 
careful investigation of the surrounding country, the results of which are embodied 
in the work under notice. He was peculiarly fitted for the task both by his inti- 
mate knowledge of the Arabic language and the antiquities of the country, as 
well as by the experience he had gained of the manners and customs of the people 
in the course of his duties as attache of the Imperial German Consulate at Beirut 
and in various journeys through Palestine and Syria. 

The region described is remarkable in many ways. The greater portion of it 
lies within the confines of Mount Carmel itself, together with the adjacent strip 
of sea-shore ; but the author includes in it a portion of the plain lying to the south 
of the mountain, since its soil is of the same ferruginous character as that of 
Mount Carmel and is sharply distinguished from the white, calcareous soil of the 
surrounding country, the difference in geological formation also affecting the 
nature of the vegetation, which, is richer and more diversified in the Carmel 
region. The fauna, too, is peculiar, a number of wild animals, such as the 
leopard and the wolf, occurring here, which are not found elsewhere in Palestine; 
and the inhabitants present many characteristics, both racial and linguistical, 
quite distinct from those of the people in the adjacent districts. Moslems, both 
peasants and Bedouins, Druses, Persian Babis, Catholics, Protestants, and Jews 
dwell on the slope of the mountain in almost perfect harmony, although occasional 
quarrels between Druses and Bedouins may occur. The government is carried 
on by the village chiefs under the supervision of the authorities at Haifa, but 
there are no resident Turkish officials in the mountain district. 



